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Abdul Samad Amiri

Acting Director of the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights
Commission in Ghor province
Date of Birth: May 25, 1990
Date of Death: September 5, 2019
Site of the Incident: Maidan Wardak Province
Person /Group Responsible for the Incident: The Taliban




Life and Education

Abdul Samad Amiri was born in the Lal va Sarjangal
district of Ghor province. Nawroz Raja, an Afghan author
and researcher, noted in a Facebook post about Amiri's
life that he was the eldest son of the family and began his
education at Imam Ali High School in Lal. Raja states,
“Amiri graduated from high school in 2009 with excellent
marks and in 2013 earned his law and political science
degree from Kabul University with honors. During his
school and university years, he also became proficient in
English and Pashto.”

According to Etilaat Roz, as shared by Amiri’s younger
brother, he had recently applied for the Fulbright
Master’s program a while before his death. Nawroz Raja
elaborates on this by stating, “He aimed to enhance his
abilities to offer greater services to society and had
applied for a Fulbright Master’s degree, with plans to
pursue a Ph.D. later on.” He also quoted Amiri, who
expressed, “lI need some time to work in my field and
improve my TOEFL scores from 97 to 110.
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But before that, | must organize my home life to ensure
my parents and sisters, who have sacrificed so much for

my growth, can live comfortably.”

On August 31, 2019, while traveling from Kabul to Ghor,
Amiri was abducted by the Taliban in the Jalreez district
of Maidan Wardak province. He was executed by gunfire
on the morning of Thursday, September 5, 2019, and his
body was found alongside the road. According to Etilaat
Roz, Amiri’s execution by the Taliban occurred just two
days after former U.S. envoy Zalmay Khalilzad announced
that the U.S. had reached a tentative agreement with the
Taliban. Amiri had married a year prior to his death and
is survived by a daughter.
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Activities

Amiri was the acting director of the Afghanistan
Independent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC) in Ghor
province. Alongside this role, he engaged in various other
activities. Nawroz Raja notes, “His roles during and after
his studies included social and civil society activism,
English teaching at Didban English Center, editor-in-chief
of the biweekly Nahzat-e-Fekri, editor of the Shahrwand
analytical and news website, member of the Afghan
National Journalists” Union, co-founder of the Center for
Coordination of Journalists and Free Media, Kabul-based
reporter for the Hazara Global Council, political rights
monitor at AIHRC's Bamyan office from December 2013
to July 2014, monitor for a research project at New York
University in 2014, and collaborator at Rahnavard-e-Noor
Private School.”

Etilaatroz, quoting Amiri’s younger brother during a
program held to honor him, stated: “Samad Amiri was
one of the coordinators for 400 underprivileged students
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in the "Roya" program. The Roya Foundation works to
eradicate poverty in Afghan families and provides
monthly financial support to underprivileged youth and
children, enabling them to attend school and receive
training in computer skills and English language.”

Nawroz Raja also highlighted Amiri’s efforts as the head
of AIHRC's children’s department in Ghor:

1. Promoting children's human rights through
meetings, workshops, and educational programs

2. Monitoring children’s access to their rights in
schools, health centers, and public spaces to
prevent violence and improve their condition

3. Overseeing juvenile correction centers and other
child protection facilities

4. Supporting vulnerable children by referring them
to relevant authorities and support organizations
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5. Educating parents about their children’s rights

6. Preparing and submitting investigative and
monitoring reports on the status of children's
human rights in Ghore Province and highlighting
the related issues at the national level and in
various media.




Memories and Quotes

One of Amiri's notable statements:

“Positive change in Afghanistan will come when every
citizen feels responsible and actively works toward it.”




Photos / Notes

The following are words that Amiri shared with his
daughter shortly after her birth, as quoted by Etilaat Roz
from his biography:

"My daughter, you had no choice but to enter this chaotic
world. Your mother and | were the only ones who wished
for your arrival. We are hopeful and dedicated to making
our dreams a reality by providing you with the
opportunity to pursue your education, helping you grow
into one of the influential individuals who will contribute
positively to this world."

Abdul Samad Amiri and
his daughter, Helen




Aspirations and Goals

In an article by Etilaat Roz about Abdul Samad Amiri, his final
Facebook post, shared at 1:30 AM on Saturday, 31st August,
was highlighted. He had written, “l owe my life to this land, and
as long as | live, | will strive to improve it” Amiri's educational
background and career history, along with his efforts to
improve the lives of underprivileged children and strengthen
human rights status in Afghanistan, indicates that his mind was
constantly focused on the improvement and progress of the
country and assisting those in need, which were undeniably

core aspects of his goals




Reactions to the Incident

Amiri’s  killing drew widespread national and
international reactions. According to Etilaat Roz, the
president called his killing a crime and instructed the
relevant authorities to investigate the incident.
Additionally, Amnesty International labeled the Taliban’s
actions a war crime. Social media users expressed
outrage at his assassination .Shahrzad Akbar, who was
then serving as the head of the Afghanistan Independent
Human Rights Commission, tweeted: “The Independent
Human Rights Commission is deeply saddened by the
incident in which Abdul Samad Amiri was executed by the
Taliban.” The commission condemned Mr. Amiri's killing.



Links

1. Etilaat Roz Report:

https://www.etilaatroz.com/83773/samad-amiris-family-demands-
jalrez-be-safe-and-killers-punished/

2. Tolo News Report:
https://tolonews.com/fa/afghanistan/%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D
9%85%E2%80%8C%D9%87%D8%A7-
%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86-
%D8%B3%D8%B1%D9%BE%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA-
%DA%A9%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%B3%DB%8C%D9%88%D9%86-
%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%A8%D8%B4%D8%B1-
%D8%BA%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%B1%D8%A7-%D8%B3%D8%B1-
%D8%A8%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%AF%D9%86%D8%AF

3. Nawroz Raja's Facebook Post:

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php/?story fbid=104590884
866066&id=104522788206209&locale=th TH
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Case Status

Like countless other similar crimes that have gone
unaddressed and unpunished, there is no trace of justice
in the case of Abdul Samad Amiri, and the perpetrators
remain untried.




